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Digital Scavenger Hunt

By:  Andrew Petherick and Staff Editor

 The Hunger Games served as 
MHS’s spring pep rally for the past three 
years until it was replaced by a digital 
scavenger hunt. The scavenger hunt took 
place throughout the school. Advisory 
groups were combined to make each team. 
 Josh Archibald, vice president 
of Student Government, explained the 
scavenger hunt, “Basically, how it [worked 
was] there [were] QR codes scattered 
around the school and clues on how to get 
to them. That was the scavenger hunt part. 
Then you [scanned] in your QR code, 
and you [were] asked a trivia question or 
challenge. Once you got [the question] 
right, you [were] given a clue to the next 
location.”
 The Hunger Games was replaced 
because the book series only consisted 
of three books. The Hunger Games only 
involved a small portion of the student 
body, whereas the scavenger hunt had 
everyone participate. “Now we can have 
all 600 kids in the school participate,” 

Archibald said. 
 The scavenger hunt was not easy 
to create. “[Student Government] had 
been planning this since February. The 
technology part has been pretty much all 
me. I’ve spent hundreds of hours setting 
up the codes and setting up the servers.” 
 The winners of the scavenger 
hunt were the advisories Mrs. Laurencot 
and Ms. Brooks. Second place went to Mr. 
Richmond and Ms. Walsh’s advisories. 
The first and second place winners faced 
off in a game of dodge ball to see who 
would actually win the title. After a tough 
battle, Mr. Richmond and Ms. Walsh’s 
advisories were declared the winners. 
 Though there were a few 
technical difficulties, the digital scavenger 
hunt was successful. The new version of 
the pep rally was competitive and the 
students enjoyed the competition between 
advisories.

Looking For a Way Out..
By: Emmiley Genua
 Mrs. Do, a reading teacher at 
Montville High School, provided students 
with the opportunity to participate in an 
escape room. The students in Do’s class 
read the book “Escape” and were inspired 
to create their very own escape room. 
The students charged $3.00 per person, 
to raise enough money to take a field trip 
to Norwich Escape Room. MHS faculty 
and students found the escape room 
complicated. Three groups of teachers 
completed the room and only one group 
of students finished.
 Once one enters the room, the 
30-minute timer starts. The timer can’t be 
stopped or paused for any reason. Each 
group is only allowed a few hints to help 
them get out. 
 The escape room Mrs. Do and 
the students created gave off a spooky 
and mysterious vibe, which made it more 
intense. 
 In the room, one has to take a 
wild guess as to what can be broken 
and what can be touched. There was a 
student in the middle of the room with a 
sheet over himself. Many students didn’t 
know whether they should touch him or 
not. Some people took the initiative to 
go under the sheet and from there they 
found the next clue hidden in this students 
hands. 
 Mrs. Do and her students created 
another escape room for students to try, 
but this time there will be no charge. Mrs. 
Do stated, “I want to make this an annual 
thing here at MHS and hopefully get more 
students to try it out.” Hopefully, since 
there is no charge more students and even 
teachers will try the room out. 
 The escape room experience 
at MHS is a good way to keep students 
involved and keep their minds thinking.

Sophomores participating in the digital scavenger hunt.                                    Photo By: Jessica Stronach
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SPORTS
NBA Playoffs

By: Andrew Petherick

 Swish! The NBA playoffs are 
underway. The NBA playoffs always 
spark conversation whether it be in school, 
at work, or when you encounter a random 
person and don’t know what else to talk 
about. The Eastern Conference seems to 
be dominated by the Boston Celtics and 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. They both soared 
through the regular season; however, the 
Celtics took the number one seed out of 
LeBron James’ and the Cavaliers hands. 
On the flip side, the Western Conference 
seems to be a little more competitive. With 
superstars like James Harden, Russell 
Westbrook, or the reigning MVP Stephen 
Curry, the Golden State Warriors took 
the first seed and the San Antonio Spurs 
took the number two seed in the Western 
Conference.
 The Cavaliers and the Warriors 
are the first pair of teams to start off by 
sweeping their first two opponents in 
the same postseason. While these two 
powerhouse teams have seeming to be 
at ease in the postseason. Teams like 

the Celtics and the Houston Rockets 
are fighting to stay alive. Isaiah Thomas 
(player on the Boston Celtics) has proved 
himself this postseason. The 5’ 9’’ point 
guard has put up astonishing numbers like 
his 53-point effort against the Washington 
Wizards shortly after his sister passed 
away on April 15 of this year. Thomas’s 
effort got the Celtics to edge the Wizards 
in seven games. 
 The matchup for the Western 
Conference Finals consists of the (of 
course) Spurs and Warriors. On the other 
hand, the Eastern Conference Finals is 
between the Celtics and the Cavaliers.
 The NBA is getting less and less 
competitive. Each year it seems like the 
same two teams are going to proceed to 
the NBA championship. The two teams 
are the Cavaliers and the Warriors. The 
past two seasons have been those two 
teams in the Finals, and by the looks of it, 
they are going to be the in the Finals this 
year.

Discussing the 2017 
NBA Draft
By: Ashley Seldon
 While the top teams in both 
the Eastern and Western conferences 
continue to battle it out for a shot at the 
championship title, NBA prospects are 
spending these days training for what is 
arguably the biggest night in basketball.  
 Although the teams owning the 
top picks of the draft won’t be officially 
determined until lottery night by a few 
shuffling Ping-Pong balls, it isn’t too 
soon for mock drafts to begin building 
assumptions. Many have agreed on the 
following sequence: Boston Celtics 
with the number 1 pick, Phoenix Suns 
going number 2, Los Angeles Lakers, 
Philadelphia 76ers, and Orlando Magic. 
 It’s clear to see that this year’s 
draft will be loaded with skilled freshmen, 
all of whom uphold NBA ready physiques 
and incredible athleticism. However, 
unlike previous years, underclassmen will 
be allowed to participate in all preparation 
for the pre-draft process while still being 
able to return to school, until 10 days 
after the combine as long as an agent isn’t 
hired, according to NCAA regulations. 
 Two talented young men whose 
names are being discussed for the number 
1 and 2 spots of the 2017 draft are Markelle 
Fultz, a guard from the University of 
Washington and Lonzo Ball, a point 
guard from UCLA. Fultz averages 23.2 
points, 5.9 assists, and 5.7 rebounds. He 
has a great size and is famous for efficient 
shooting (41.3% from the 3pt line and 
50.2% from mid-range). Despite his 
team’s ugly record, Fultz’s performances 
remained consistent. On Lonzo’s end, the 
sports industry is raving about his ability 
to knock down deep threes, make flashy 
passes, and contribute to his team’s long 
run in the NCAA tournament. While his 
father, LaVar Ball, has made it clear that 
he wants his son on the Lakers to play on 
home turf, the NBA doesn’t exactly take 
requests.

NBS Playoffs 2017.                                                                                                           Stock Photo



Page 3 The ChiefTain

SPORTS

By:  Ashley Seldon
 Montville High School is known 
for it’s outstanding athletic achievement, 
and next year the program will welcome 
a number of new coaches who intend to 
continue this tradition.
  At the brink of next fall’s sports’ 
season, Matt Beaupre will assume his new 
position as head coach for the girls’ soccer 
team. Coach Beaupre has expressed high 
hopes for this talented group of girls, “I’m 
very excited about next season because 
we have a lot of returning players. With 
the right focus and drive I’m confident we 
can go further with post-season success.” 
When asked about his take on running 
practices, he responded, “I like to make 
sure that the teams I coach take things 
seriously when training but…I believe 
building that relationship off the field 
helps them work better as a team on the 
field.” 

A new Era Promises Hope

 Taking the reins as head coach 
for the girls’ volleyball team will be 
Lauren Bynon. She’s got quite the resumé 
and a whole lot of experience under her 
belt, “Prior to moving to Connecticut, 
I was a high school history teacher and 
volleyball coach in Chicago. I have had 
the opportunity to coach at multiple levels 
of high school volleyball for both girls 
and boys programs….” For any interested 
incoming freshmen or underclassmen 
never fear, “No matter what age, the 
first skill that is emphasized is being a 
good teammate.” Positive changes will 
be approaching the school’s athletic 
department very soon. With the right 
coaches leading students forward it 
wouldn’t be a surprise to see a couple of 
new ECC champion banners in the gym. 

By: Van Heller

 Aaron Hernandez’s (former New 
England Patriot) brain was donated to 
Boston University’s Chronic Traumatic 
Encephalopathy (CTE) research facility. 
His brain was shipped there to see if there 
was enough damage from playing in the 
NFL to have any correlation with the 
murder of Odin Lloyd back in 2013.
 If Hernandez’s brain does show 
signs of CTE, it could help his family 
in court by making him not entirely 
blameworthy of first degree murder. 
Of course if the brain does reveal CTE 
it doesn’t relieve Hernandez of the 
responsibility for murdering Lloyd. 
 Something that CTE could explain 
is Hernandez’s aberrant behavior. Some of 
the symptoms from CTE are: aggression, 
anxiety, and paranoia. Witnesses 
explained that Hernandez’s behavioral 

CTE Involvement with Hernandez Death

was aggressive and mistrustful. Others 
said he had trouble distinguishing fantasy 
from reality before the arrests were made. 
CTE could be a piece of the puzzle of why 
anyone would throw away a promising 
NFL career for a life in prison.
 The results would also bring 
up the possibility of a law suit by the 
Hernandez family towards the NFL for 
wrongful accusation of death lawsuit. 
The chief medical examiner Dr. Henry 
Nields released that the cause of death is 
suicide by hanging himself with no other 
person involved. Hernandez’s family 
have suspicions that the sudden death 
of Hernandez wasn’t his own doing. 
Relatives believe he was murdered, or it 
was not one hundred percent volitional. 
 Hernandez leaves behind a short 
lived professional football career, a four-

year-old daughter Avielle and his fiancée, 
Shayanna Jenkins, along with his mother 
and older brother. He was found hanging 
from his bed’s top bunk two days after he 
was found innocent of the two murders 
in Boston where investigators had 
suspicions of Hernandez’s involvement. 
Investigators are monitoring tapes of his 
inmate routine times and mental health to 
see if a conclusion can be made as to why 
Hernandez took his own life.
 Hernandez will be the latest 
former NFL player to be examined for 
CTE at Boston University, which had 
found signs of CTE in 90 deceased players 
out of 94 samples.

Photo by: Catherine Furman
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Champlain College Young Writer’s 
Conference 

By: Brooke Dominello

 Congratulations to Holly 
Richmond and Ryan Gallagher for being 
accepted into the Champlain College 
Young Writer’s Conference (CCYW) in 
Vermont, a residential weekend camp for 
aspiring high school writers.
 To attend the camp, applicants must send 
in a piece of their work. Depending on 
the student’s style of writing, there were 
different entry requirements. Poets and 
songwriters were asked to submit a one-
page sample of their writing, but short 
story writers, like Richmond, were asked 
to submit no more than three pages of 
their work.
 Richmond and Gallagher 
attended CCYW May 26 to May 28 and 
participated in a handful of workshops 
such as Moth Story Telling, Dramatic 
Workshop, Nonsense Poetry, Finding 
Your Radio Voice and several others. 
Students were encouraged to express their 
creativity and develop their writing skills. 
“I feel like it was a unique opportunity to 
better my writing, and make it more than 

just a hobby,” Gallagher commented.
 The purpose behind CCYW is for 
students to share their passion of writing 
with other students across New England. 
Songwriters, poets, filmmakers and 
others come together annually to explore 
the realms of writing. “It was one of the 
best experiences that I have ever had. 
Everyone there was so non-judgmental 
and accepting. It was the safest I’ve felt to 
express myself in a long time,” Richmond 
stated. 
 CCYW 2017 was more than just 
writing. Students could participate in the 
Contra Dance, Open Mic, book signings, 
yoga, and listen to guest speakers. 
Keynote speaker, award winning poet, 
Naomi Shihab Nye was Friday night’s 
guest speaker followed by Vermont’s Slam 
Champion, Geof Hewitt on Saturday.

Canine Court
By: Brooke Dominello
 Service dogs help those with 
debilitating physical and mental 
conditions, and now they are reaching 
out their paws to support child victims. 
Effective on October 1, 2017, service 
dogs will be available to children 18 years 
or younger in cases of sexual and physical 
abuse in Connecticut.
 Currently, there are two service 
dogs in Indiana that are used to help 
comfort children testifying in court. 
Frankie, an English Black Lab, handled 
by Ashley Soldaat, Director for Delaware 
County Court Appointed Special 
Advocate (Indiana), recently graduated 
from training and has been serving on 
several child abuse cases. “Those kids 
need somebody by their side and it can’t 
always be a person,” Soldaat told Fox 59.
 The service dogs are not to be 
confused with therapy dogs because 
there are distinctive styles of training. 
Advocates for this bill believe the presence 
of a canine eases anxiety in children who 
must testify against their abusers. “It gives 
the kids a sense of control, sometimes 
for the first time in their life,” Michael 
Nerheim, Lake County State’s Attorney, 
told reporter Jim Newton. Currently, 
there are approximately 400 children on a 
waiting list for a service dog (News-Sun).
 While a dog can be offered to 
any child under the age of 18 testifying 
in the prosecution of an alleged assault 
or sexual abuse at the court’s discretion, 
the defendant has the right to object. 
Nerheim later explained that some cases 
of objection claimed that the dog creates a 
sympathy factor. To protect the defendant’s 
rights, the court must acknowledge their 
concern and dismiss the canine from the 
courtroom.
 The Judicial Branch will provide 
information regarding the availability 
of certified dogs online. The contact 
information of the handlers will also be 
posted on their site.  Dogs will be made 
available this fall to all eligible candidates. 

Sophomores Ryan Gallagher and Holly Richmond.                                              Photo By: Jessica Stronach
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By:  Abby Houser

Cushing, a positive influence on MHS

By: Ashley Seldon

 Nine years have passed since 
the books were first published, and five 
years since the movie was released. In the 
summer of 2017, the dystopian society 
built behind the successful “Hunger 
Games” franchise will be brought to life. 
A new reality TV show is on the rise titled 
“Game 2: Winter” where 30 contestants 
will compete to survive for nine months, 
under the harsh conditions of the Siberian 
wilderness, all in order to win 1.3 million 
euros. 
 The idea originated and has been 
financed through Russian millionaire 
Yevgeny Pyatkovsky, who has informed 
that all horrors regulated in Suzanne 
Collins’ enthralling trilogy will be 
allowed on the worldwide broadcasting. 
Participants cannot hold organizers 
accountable for crimes committed 

May the Odds be Ever in Your Favor

during filming. Everything is authorized: 
fighting, alcohol, murder, rape, and 
smoking. Producers have revealed that 
their 2,000 cameras won’t be enough 
to capture everything that occurs in the 
forest, and have promised not to intervene 
to increase drama. Contestants (15 men 
and 15 females) are even permitted to 
form couples and participate in sexual 
conduct. If a woman just so happens to get 
impregnated, she will be forced to carry 
the child without the offer of additional 
assistance. Fortunately, everyone is held 
to the law and can get arrested for any 
illegal actions displayed on the show. All 
players should expect the unexpected, 
considering the death waivers and liability 
for injury forms they were asked to sign.
 Candidates will be shown 
struggling in the freezing temperatures 

and living amongst the threat of bears 
while surviving from July 2017 to April 
2018. If the circumstances become 
unbearable, everyone will have a panic 
button on deck to leave the premises. 
They will be obligated to find their own 
food sources with only knives provided 
through organizers. Immediately upon 
arrival players will be provided winter 
clothes and fishing gear (not including the 
100 kg of supplies participants are able to 
bring). From there, they are expected to 
build a shelter. Obviously, this show is still 
fresh in the works, but understand these 
contestants asked for an unforgettable 
experience and paid 132,000 euros to 
be a part of it. Lucky for us Americans, 
the show will be translated into multiple 
languages. Stay tuned for this highly 
anticipated debut.

 “He’s more than just a choir 
teacher,” Tori Brown, a student at MHS 
states in an interview about choir teacher, 
Josh Cushing. Choir students seem to love 
Cushing, no matter how many times the 
students have to sing the same song over 
again. A band student, GiGi Rodriguez, 
states that Cushing always comes in to 
help the band out, even on his own time. 
She also says, “If students make personal 
connections with teachers they’ll be able 
to understand what their teaching better 
and they’ll be able to stay in tune with 
the class.” These choir students stress that 
Cushing is not just a teacher, he goes above 
and beyond that standard, and shows these 
students how to be good people. 
 “He makes sure we learn not just 
how to read music and how to sing, but 
also teaches us life lessons we can carry 

on later in life,” Nik Strickland states. 
So, what makes a teacher a great teacher? 
Cushing seems to have it all figured out, 
but how can other teachers adopt his 
methods? According to choir students at 
MHS, it takes a person who is willing to sit 
down with students, relate to the students, 
and to acknowledge the fact that students 
in high school aren’t just kids, they are the 
future. 
 Mrs. Patten, Montville high 
school vice principal, is the person who 
appointed Cushing as a Montville Marvel. 
Patten states that “He is a role model.” 
Some reasons why Patten chose Cushing 
is because he is a man of integrity, strives 
for excellence, and he provides students 
with a great education in music and life 
skills. Montville is very fortunate to have 
Cushing as a teacher, and role model. Photo By: Fernanda Reyes
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OPINION
#MHSGetsMoonLIT

By: Emmiley Genua

 Prom night is all about getting 
dolled up in expensive dresses that you’ll 
only wear once, and renting a tuxedo for a 
tremendous amount of money. Montville 
High had their junior prom on May 20. 
The theme of the prom was a moonlit night 
and it featured exquisite decorations. All 
around the cafeteria were vines hung up 
on the wall and taped around the pillars. 
They also had dimmed lights around the 
room in paper lanterns, and on the tables 
in enchanted mason jars as a centerpiece.
 The juniors at MHS all agreed to 
not go all out for their junior prom, to save 
money for a really nice senior prom. There 
were a lot of complaints about it being in 
the cafeteria, but once the students saw 
how pretty everything looked, most of 
them forgot it was even in there. There 
were plenty of refreshments enjoyed at 
the dance, and the DJ gave out little goody 
bags—one student even won tickets to see 
Migos in concert. The prom also offered 
another photo booth for people to take as 
many pictures as they wanted. 

 Sarah May, a junior said, “It was nicer 
to have the dance in the cafeteria rather 
than the gym because the windows were 
open and made a cool breeze so it wasn’t 
as hot in there. If we were to be in the gym 
we wouldn’t have the airflow that we had. 
Also, I would rather have it in the cafeteria 
because the food and drinks were allowed 
in the cafeteria and students didn’t have to 
leave to go eat.” 
 Olivia Bartolotta, a junior stated, 
“Junior prom was a really fun time and I 
enjoyed it with my friends and date.” 
 The majority of the students 
at MHS had a blast and enjoyed the 
refreshments, music, and decorations. 
Whether it was in the cafeteria or in the 
gym I believe the dance still would’ve 
been fun. Next year, the student council 
plans on having an even better prom for 
senior year.

Freshie’s Perspective
By: Natalie Wright
 I always imagined my freshman 
year being a lot rougher for me than it 
turned out. I thought intimidation from 
upperclassmen would be a much bigger 
problem, and that schoolwork would be 
a thousand times more challenging than 
what we dealt with in middle school like 
the teachers had promised. The quality of 
my grades didn’t drastically decrease like 
people said they would when you make 
the switch from middle to high school. 
I didn’t lose my spot on the honor roll. 
That’s not to say it’s been a completely 
clean transition, though. As the year went 
on, between changes in both my social 
and personal life, schoolwork was harder 
to keep up with, and I no longer treated it 
as a main priority. If I could go back and 
do things differently, I’d be more careful 
about my grades so I could avoid the stress 
tears, and going to sleep two hours before 
my alarm goes off in the morning.
 I was disappointed, at first, with 
my high school experience as a whole. It 
wasn’t really all that it was made to be in 
the beginning. It wasn’t all that different 
from middle school for me. Eventually, 
I started getting more involved socially, 
which helped me get over the initial 
distaste. During the beginning, it felt like 
there was a disconnect between myself and 
my teachers, but I got over that quickly 
when I realized I liked the freedom I was 
given more than being treated like a little 
kid.
 I learned a lot about myself this 
year. As it turns out, sports are not my 
thing. I’d never played a sport before 
freshman year, and I thought it would 
be a good opportunity to put myself in a 
position I wasn’t used to and get out of my 
comfort zone. It was a bad idea.
 By the second semester, my whole 
image of high school completely changed. 
I learned to appreciate the transition, and I 
look forward to the next three years.

Juniors at their junior prom.                                                                         Photo By: Nia Muckenthaler 
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By: Van Heller

Celebration, C’mon NFL  

By: Natalie Wright

 Everyone has been talking about 
the latest TV series to hit Netflix. “13 
Reasons Why” is the story of Hannah 
Baker, a deceased teenage girl who left 
behind tapes detailing the events and the 
people who she felt played a role in her 
suicide. The tapes are to be seen by each 
person she holds responsible, in hopes 
that they will understand what they did to 
her and how their actions could’ve saved 
her life. 
 The way the show addresses the 
topic of suicide doesn’t sit well with a 
lot of critics. People are worried that the 
attention Hannah receives after her death 
will appeal to kids who are suicidal and 
are in a similar situation. There’s concern 
that the show glorifies suicide and doesn’t 
properly address mental illness, which 
plays a big part in the matter.

13 Reasons Why Controversy

 I understand the issue that people 
have with the show and I see where the 
concern comes from, but I think that the 
show has a very positive aspect that needs 
more recognition. The whole series is built 
around the affect that Hannah’s suicide 
has on her family and peers. The way that 
she makes a point to personally call out 
people who hurt her enough to send her 
into a downward spiral really shows that 
you never know how somebody will react 
to something that you say or do. Even if 
you think you’re kidding, the person on the 
other end of the joke may not take it that 
way. Personally, watching the show has 
made me think more carefully about what 
I say and do to other people. Something 
rude said in the heat of the moment that I 
don’t really mean could affect somebody 
for a long time. The show also makes 

you think about who and what you really 
leave behind when you die, and how there 
is always more to life than your current 
situation. It makes you think about what 
you want to contribute and how much 
your actions can affect everything. “It has 
to get better, the way we treat each other 
and look out for each other,” Clay Jensen, 
a recipient of the tapes, says in the season 
finale. The series follows Jensen closely, 
exploring the aftermath of Hannah’s 
death through his eyes. Suicide needs 
be talked about. We can’t tip toe around 
those who reacted differently to the show. 
What we can do is encourage parents and 
teachers to talk with kids about the show, 
so that they aren’t left to come to their 
own conclusions and decide that suicide 
is a more appealing option based on the 
show’s events.

 The NFL has changed their 
celebration policy that allows players to 
be a little more excessive than before. The 
fans (myself included) have been waiting 
to watch their favorite players express 
spontaneous displays of emotion in the end 
zone after a great touchdown. The league 
has decided to loosen the restrictions on 
player celebrations after scoring plays; 
players can now use the football as a prop 
after a TD, perform group celebration, 
and celebrate on ground.
 This may seem like an insignificant 
rule shift, but this is something that fans 
across the NFL have been salivating over 
for years. Watching your favorite player 
shove their talents down the opposing 
team’s throat is one of America’s greatest 
past times. Some may argue that over 
celebrating may be unsportsmanlike and 

could set a bad example for younger 
players, but to those I say lighten up. 
I mean come on, when you give a 
cornerback a mean two step and prance 
your way into the end zone, you have to 
give the fans a little love. Whether it be 
the NY Giant’s Victor Cruz’s salsa, or the 
Ram’s “Bob ‘N Weave” dance, we need 
it as much as we need those six points. 
Celebrations become even more delicious 
when the celebrators are the away team 
and they dance right in the opposing fan’s 
face. It’s great, unless you’re on that team, 
like the Cleveland Browns for example. 
 However, due to the graphic nature 
of Antonio Brown’s glutes, twerking will 
be outlawed from touchdown celebrations. 
Being fined for over celebrating results in 
a fine over 12,000 dollars. The second 
offense is double the cost. Stock Photo



Page 8 The ChiefTain

LIFE
Summer Fun

By: Nicole Funk

 Summer is exciting for everyone, 
but especially for kids in high school. 
For roughly two months, kids can relax, 
enjoy the summer weather, go on trips, 
or whatever their summer brings for 
them. However, summer can be different 
for kids depending on their age. Many 
upperclassmen have to hold jobs, while 
the underclassmen can have more time to 
chill with their friends.
 Senior Gilbert Calash says for 
this summer, “I am taking some summer 
classes for Central Connecticut State 
University, going on a trip to Spain, and 
playing AAU basketball.” Calash isn’t 
the only one who plans on working and 
continuing his athletics into the summer. 
Junior Douglas Delacruz says, “I am 
playing Crush Baseball, which is a local 
AAU baseball team. I also plan on working 
a little bit and visiting some prospective 
schools, like Central Connecticut State 
University, Costal Carolina University, 
and hopefully some schools in Florida.”

 Summer life for the underclassmen 
is a little different. Sophomore Julian 
Valdez says, “I am going to go to the 
beach a lot and hang with friends. I am 
also trying to get a job.” Freshman Brooke 
Cronin says she is planning on going to 
the beach with her friends a lot as well, 
but unfortunately she isn’t old enough to 
have a job yet. 
 A lot of seniors are following 
Calash’s footsteps as well. Some may be 
taking some summer classes at a local 
community college, or even at their 
school, to lighten up their workload for 
their upcoming freshman year. Sports are 
very common as well, considering kids 
like to keep up their skills off-season.
 However, no matter what 
direction your summer may take you, 
with warm weather, fun places to go, and 
a great community, this summer is bound 
to be a good one. 

Fox Factors out 
Bill O’Reilly 
By: Van Heller  
 Fox News has booted the most-
watched cable news figure, Bill O’Reilly, 
due to multiple sexual harassment 
accusations. O’Reilly leaves behind a 
legacy of anchoring and controversial 
newsroom etiquette that lasted for 
decades.
 O’Reilly, saddened by the 
recent allegations and ousting from Fox 
News, paid millions of dollars to settle 
the charges against him by multiple 
women. On his podcast (where he 
continues to address current events since 
his departure), O’Reilly defended his 
name with confidence that once the truth 
surfaces, his name will be cleared.
 This hasn’t been O’Reilly’s 
first sexual harassment charge either. 
In 2004, O’Reilly was prosecuted by 
Andrea Mackris (former producer of 
“The O’Reilly Factor”) and her attorney. 
The case, however, ended with Fox and 
O’Reilly paying millions in a settlement. 
From there, O’Reilly continued his 
broadcasting. This time O’Reilly is booted 
from cable news, so what’s the difference 
between ’04 and today?
 O’Reilly’s line of defense was no 
longer there to protect him. Thirteen years 
ago, O’Reilly had Roger Ailes (Former 
Fox News Chairman), who organized 
counter law suits against Mackris. Ailes 
was released from Fox last year for sexual 
harassment accusations; O’Reilly was on 
his own this time. In this day and age, 
sexual assault allegations are poison for 
sponsorships for celebrities. Once word 
got out of Bill O’Reilly’s accusations, 
over 20 of his sponsors discontinued 
their support, and to Fox, that’s money. 
O’Reilly didn’t have a leg to stand on this 
time around.
 Tucker Carlson (Political 
commentator) has taken O’Reilly’s place 
since April 24 with his show “Tucker 
Carlson Tonight”. “The Five” will be 
replacing O’Reilly instead of its usual 
time earlier in the day.

Soaking up the Summer Sun by.                                                                         Photo By: Catherine Furman 
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LIFE

By: Maddy Dawley

Fidget Spinners

By: Nicole Funk

 Ever since Trump took office, tons 
of familiar names have been getting fired. 
Sally Yates (Deputy Attorney General), 
Chris Christie (Governor of NJ), Angella 
Reid (White House Usher), and Preet 
Bahara (U.S. Attorney). However, the 
most dramatic of these all was the firing 
of James Comey, the director of the FBI.
 Comey led many investigations 
that U.S. citizens are aware of, including 
the infamous Hillary Clinton e-mail 
investigation. Clinton used a private email 
server during her term as Secretary of State 
during Obama’s first term. Most emails 
were just her making hair appointments or 
scheduling updates, but some did contain 
“retroactively classified” information. 
However, Anne M. Tomkins, a U.S. 
attorney who oversaw the prosecution of 
another government official who shared 

Why Comey?

classified information, said that Clinton’s 
actions are probably not illegal.
 Comey didn’t think so either, so he 
announced that he suggests that the Justice 
Department not press charges against 
Clinton, because the emails on her private 
server “Don’t give a rip about politics.” 
The justice department took Comey’s 
suggestions, but that did not make Mr. 
Trump (presidential candidate at the time) 
very happy. On July 2, 2016, Donald J. 
Trump tweeted, “It is impossible for the 
FBI not to recommend criminal charges 
against Hillary Clinton. What she did was 
wrong! What Bill did was stupid!”
 What  made Mr. Trump even 
angrier was when Comey turned his 
attention to Trump and his involvement 
with Russia, or more like Russia’s 
involvement with Trump and the 

election. Trump asked Comey to let the 
investigation go against Michael Flynn 
(former National Security Advisor). Flynn 
had ties with Russia and was accused of 
knowing that Russia may have influenced 
the 2016 Presidential election, in Trump’s 
favor. Trump and Flynn are buddies, 
and although Trump requested Flynn 
resign from his position, they still keep 
in contact and apparently, Trump still 
looks out for him by asking Comey to end 
investigations against him.
 Despite the many successful 
investigations Flynn has led, this goes to 
show, if Trump doesn’t like you, you’re 
done. 

 People have recently been 
obsessing over the new and addictive 
fidget spinners. They are supposed to be 
used to help people focus, but there are 
many different opinions on how students 
of all ages are using them.
 Some people may say that fidget 
spinners act as a distraction and don’t 
help students concentrate at all. Instead 
of focusing in school on a lesson being 
taught, they are paying attention to the 
spinner. In an interview, Miss Skubal 
said, “Based on my experience and what 
I’ve seen, they’re simply a fun toy. I 
do not believe they positively impact 
concentration, calm ADHD tendencies, or 
promote focus in class. I haven’t read any 
evidence to support that idea either.”
 Schools across the country have 
been banning fidget spinners from the 

classroom. Teachers find that fidget 
spinners do almost exactly the opposite 
of what they are advertised for. Instead 
of paying attention in class, they are 
competing with their friends to see who 
can spin it the longest. Kids also like to 
collect them and trade with their friends. 
 Even if some schools haven’t 
banned fidget spinners yet, a handful of 
teachers may have set some rules on fidget 
spinners in their classroom. Miss Skubal 
has a policy on fidget spinners that is very 
similar to the policy on cell phones, “Use 
them when appropriate and respect your 
teacher’s policies on them!” 
 Prices of fidget spinners can range 
from one dollar to 1,200 dollars depending 
on the quality of them and what they are 
made out of. 

Photo By:  Jessica Stronach
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MHS NEWS
In With the New
By: Natalie Wright

 With just under a month left in 
the school year, Mrs. Lilienthal surprised 
students by making the switch from 
Tyl Middle School to a new counseling 
position here at Montville High. When 
asked to describe the transition, she 
explained it as “crazy”, just because of 
the time of year, and how different the 
atmosphere is in the high school. “It’s 
an entirely different energy as you walk 
down the hall… I’m viewed as a mentor 
here, whereas at the middle school, I 
was more parental,” Lilienthal says. She 
explained that she enjoys the different 
relationship, and she feels like she can 
have more mature conversations with the 
kids at Montville High, who are naturally 
more responsible and levelheaded than 
the kids she worked with at the middle 
school. 
 When the position first opened, 
Lilienthal says she was definitely hesitant 
to apply, but she eventually realized “the 
worst they could say was ‘no.” While she’s 
still getting a feel for the expectations 
she’s facing, she trusts that with a year 
of experience at the high school, “I’ll 
feel more comfortable. With three weeks 
left, there’s a lot going on, and I feel like 
I have to play catch-up.” She credits her 
co-workers for welcoming her to the job 
by frequently answering questions and 
filling her in on everything she missed. 
She makes sure to spread her questions 
out so she doesn’t overwhelm them. “I’m 
a quick learner, and I’m excited to work as 
a team,” she says. 
 Lilienthal is welcoming the 
change, despite the new challenges she’s 
facing. “Change is always good… it 
sparks your intellect and helps you get 
better.” 
 This change is definitely looked at 
positively among students. Mrs. Lilienthal 
brings a great energy to our school, and 
we’re excited to have her as a part of the 
staff.

Saying Goodbye to our Senior Boys

By: Emmiley Genua

 The senior boys in The Chieftain 
will no longer be writing for The Chieftain, 
but instead writing about their college 
experiences. Van Heller and Andrew 
Petherick were accepted to the colleges 
they were hoping for.
 Andrew Petherick was accepted 
to The University of Maine where he 
will be studying Bioengineering. When 
asked what he will enjoy at school in the 
fall Andrew said, “I’m looking forward 
to being in a new state and a different 
environment. Also, I look forward to 
making new friends and becoming 
independent while working towards my 
future career.” Andrew was always on 
top of the sport stories and writing The 
Humans of MHS stories. Andrew stated, 
“I’ll miss the close bond of the classes and 
the people in them and I’ll miss writing 
the Humans of MHS stories.”
 Van Heller was accepted into The 
University of Colorado. Heller will be 
working towards attending the business 

school, while still trying to decide on 
what field he would like to go into. 
Heller stated, “I’ve always wanted to 
get a fresh start and a change of scenery 
other than Connecticut and after visiting 
the school I feel much more comfortable 
academically.” Heller always had a big 
impact on The Chieftain, he made sure 
everyone had a story and always made 
sure the charts were filled for each issue. 
Heller put his own spin on each story. 
Heller made it clear that he will miss 
being in charge and being able to tell 
people what stories to write. He said he 
felt like he had a big role in the class. He 
also mentioned how he will miss the free 
writing class and the people in it.
 As the school year comes to an 
end, The Chieftain is getting ready to say 
goodbye to our two senior boys. We wish 
them both the best of luck.  These next 
four years will be the best years of your 
life. College will bring new experiences, 
new things and new people.

Senior boys, Van Heller and Andrew Petherick                                                    Photo By: Jessica Stronach
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MHS NEWS

By: Andrew Petherick 

 Another Montville great is 
leaving us, Gerlinde Lehner. Ms. Lehner 
has taught 20 years at Montville High 
School. She has also spent some time 
teaching at our ex-rival, Saint Bernard’s 
School and was a substitute teacher at 
Ledyard Schools. Ms. Lehner has taught 
a variety  of courses at Montville such 
as Biology, AP Biology, UConn Biology, 
General Chemistry-Forensics, and 
Integrated Science.
 Ms. Lehner has been a very 
dedicated teacher here at Montville High 
School, having been an advisor for many 
years and a member of several committees 
and boards. She also was named CT 
Science Teacher of the year in 2007.
 Lehner has a unique background. 
She comes from Germany and immigrated 
with her family when she was a baby. 

A Tribute to Ms. Lehner 

Ms. Lehner attended the State University 
of New York at Plattsburgh for her 
undergraduate degree, and then went on 
to get her master’s degree and teaching 
certificate in Connecticut. She has her 
M.S. in biology and her B.S. in nutritional 
science. However, Ms. Lehner works on 
her craft by taking classes annually. 
 Before earning her degrees, she 
attended high school in Potsdam, New 
York, which is on the Canadian border. 
Ms. Lehner has admitted that she faced 
typical challenges as any ESL (English 
as a Second Language) student might 
while growing up because of her dual 
language. As an immigrant, she believes 
in the opportunities and possibilities 
found in this country.  Ms. Lehner loves 
the diversity this country offers.
 Ms. Lehner has always tried to be 

supportive of new teachers, remembering 
how stressful the first few years can be. 
When asked why she chose teaching, she 
explained she helped at Ragged Hill Woods 
where she taught inner city children about 
nature. The love for nature and bringing 
it into a classroom is ultimately why she 
chose teaching as her career. 
 Ms. Lehner will miss her students 
and fellow co-workers because of all the 
memories made here as well as being 
around the excitement teaching has to 
offer. Ms. Lehner is excited to be retiring 
to spend a little extra time in the garden 
now. Thank you, Ms. Lehner. You will be 
missed.

By: Joshua Archibald

Montville Arts Night

 On May 11, the Student Arts 
Council hosted its annual Montville Arts 
Night in the library and media center.
The event included an exhibit filled with 
student work from painting, ceramics, 
digital art, and other classes. According 
to art student Jazlin Fitch, the event “was 
diverse in forms of art and culture,” 
reflecting upon the variety of media on 
display.
 Along with the visual arts, 
performing arts were also featured at the 
Arts Night. An open-mic event featured 
incoming Poet Laureate, Holly Richmond, 
“It was great to be featured and I’m glad 
to represent the school as poet laureate 
next year.” Other students presented 
their poetry, including sophomore Ryan 
Gallagher, who performed a spoken-word 

piece about cultural messaging through 
television, Victor Johnson, and others.
 Also featured were the Montville 
choir and band programs. The choir 
performed the Haitian tune “Mayi a Gaye” 
and the South African song “Ipharadisi” 
in the spirit of cultural connection and 
solidarity. The band performed “Rain 
Chant” and other pep tunes. Both 
ensembles were pleased to have been 
included in the evening’s proceedings.
 With a nearly full library, the 
student artists and performers involved 
shared their work with a larger audience 
and helped showcase the creative and 
cultural work produced right here at 
Montville High School. As any artist 
knows, exposure to a larger audience is 
critical to one’s work influencing culture. 

Photo By: Chris Trehy
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THE BACK PAGE

By: Christine Zhu

Guess the Senior (to be, class of 2018)

The Chieftain Editors; Megan Henderson, Natalie Wright, Ashley Seldon

 The 2016-17 school year is 
coming to a close and the Chieftain Staff is 
looking ahead to next year. This year, the 
newspaper staff was small. Most writers 
needed to take two or three stories to get 
each issue out and our three photographers 
went above and beyond to get each photo. 
Though we were able to create each issue 
with such a small staff, it wasn’t easy. We 
need The Chieftain to grow next year.
 The Chieftain is offered as the 
journalism course, but it is also offered 
as a club. Next school year we hope to 
grow the club by having more students 
participate in it. The club gives students 
who can’t take the journalism course 
the opportunity to still be a part of the 
newspaper. The club meets one day 
after school every couple of weeks. We 
fill out the chart and assign articles and 

Looking Ahead to Next Year

photographs. Participating in the club 
takes dedication and responsibility; 
deadlines need to be made and articles 
can’t be forgotten about. 
  Writing for The Chieftain is 
challenging at first, but it’s worth it. At 
the beginning of the school year new 
writers have to learn the AP style. Writers 
learn how Dropbox works and how 
the newspaper works. It’s a lot to learn, 
but it’s an easy adjustment. From the 
beginning of the year to the end, writers’ 
articles improve. It’s the best feeling 
seeing improvement in the writing. 
 The Chieftain has so much to 
offer for everyone. We hope to see more 
students engage in the club next year. If 
we have more students we will be able 
to get more issues out. We can be more 
creative with the newspaper.

The editors would like to say thank you to 
all the writers and photographers for their 
endless hard work. We also would like to 
show our appreciation to Mrs. Laurencot 
and Mr. Blanchette for their endless 
support and the amount of time and 
dedication they put into the newspaper.

 Last issue’s Guess the Senior 
was Monique Vann. This issue’s Guess 
the Senior was changed to Guess the 
Junior, a special change for the last issue 
of the school year. This issue’s junior 
usually puts turkey, lettuce, and cheese 
in his sandwich. If he could eat one food 
for the rest of his life, it would be salad 
because “you can do so much with it”. 
His favorite type of weather is sunny. His 
happiest childhood memory was when he 
played Hansel in his second-grade play. 
The last thing he ate were pretzels for 
lunch. His cellphone’s lock screen is the 
White Mountains, while his home screen 
is Harkness Park. Three things he can’t 
live without are the internet, music, and 
language. The class he is most excited to 
take next year is AP U.S. Government and 
Politics. He’s allergic to pollen and girls 
(in a romantic context). His least favorite 

season is spring. He does have his license, 
and when asked if he likes sports he 
replied that he likes watching hockey.
 If he could create any club for the 
school, it would be Gay Straight Alliance 
or to bring back Caroling Choir. A club he 
would join if he had time is The Chieftain. 
He is grateful that he was “born into a 
middle-class family of semi-privilege 
status in Connecticut” and that he received 
smart genes thanks to his parents. If he 
could know anything about his future, he 
would want to know if he ends up happy, 
fulfilled, and satisfied in life. He says that 
he is “currently similar to Holden and is 
afraid of ending up like Gatsby”. The last 
time he cried was late February over a 
chemistry test. He is a night person, the 
color of his toothbrush is blue, and a habit 
of his he wants to get rid of is the fact that 
he’s so “grossly argumentative”.

     Photo By: Catherine Furman

Interested in writing or taking 
pictures for The Chieftain?  

Enroll in Journalism. 
.5 or 1 credit options 

are available.


